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AWA Guyana Mission Project

The Lea Family

Dear AWA Family and Friends,
A special thanks to all who 

have been actively partnering with 
us through prayers and financial 
support. “Hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe: and I will have respect 
unto thy statutes continually”.   
Ps 119:117

Many times in aviation we are 
thankful for what does not happen.  
Recently we had an experience 
wherein we could see the Lord’s 
hand of protection.  

We had been requested to fly 
the Regional Chairperson and two 
other passengers from the village 
of Baramita back to our home base, 
Mabaruma.  Although the flight 
was a little delayed due to weather, 
I (Darren) met the officials there, 
and we prepared for departure.  
Holding the brakes, I pushed in the 
throttle for take-off from Baramita.  
The engine reached full power and 
I released the brakes and headed 
down the runway.  On performing 

the pre-landing checks I noticed 
nothing amiss.  It was only when 
we landed on the Mabaruma 
runway that I realized my right 
brake was not working.  Since the 
brakes also affect steering, it was a 
struggle to keep the plane centered 
on the runway with only one brake 
working.  I was praying we could 
stop in time.  The short tar strip 
sped by beneath us as we saw the 
end drawing closer.  I couldn’t use 
the full braking capacity of the left. 
I was still going too fast.  There was 
only one other thing I could do.  As 
we went off the end of the runway 
and onto the short section of grass 
I lifted my right foot (which was 
helping with the steering) while 
pressing my left foot to the floor, 
and applied full left brake, which 
swung the plane around 180 
degrees.  Thankfully we weren’t 
going too fast for this.  I taxied 
over to the hangar and as I did 
so, the Chairperson commented, 

“The Lord is merciful!”  I agreed.  
Conditions on the runway could 
have been far less favourable.  One 
look at the leaking hydraulic fluid 
revealed the cause.  I was able 
to locate the crack the next day.  
Thankfully, I had a similar piece 
of aluminum piping on hand and 
could replace the section within a 
couple of hours.   

A few days later we were 
requested to fly a patient to 
Bemichi, a village about halfway 
between Mabaruma and the capital.  
When I met the man I learned 
that he had just had surgery.  His 
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For it is God who works in you, both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure.   

—Philippians 2:13

Ray and I enjoy living in such a gorgeous lake region. 
Rocks and trees and water abound. The drive through 
the Okanagan Valley from the AWA Canada office in 
Kelowna to the AWA hangar in Oliver provides some 
very inspiring views.

Funding of a hangar structure combined with an 
office would be a great asset to the area, and we found 
that Oliver is the best option for affordability.

AWA Canada’s focus this month was to do the 
inventory of the crates specific to each plane we have 
stored at the Oliver rental hangar. With extra time 
on our hands due to lack of international travel (and 
wanting to go on a nice drive) we drove the hour and a 
half down to Oliver. Once there, we went through our 
stock, sorting and cataloging all the important items 
and parts that will make up a plane someday.

Opening up each marked crate was like finding a 
treasure chest full of dazzling items, specifically for 
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pilots and mechanics. Things like altimeters, air 
speed indicators, radios, and many new parts.

Most importantly we were glad to find the 
certified paperwork that often goes along with each 
item. Paperwork that is important to proving the 
certification so the planes when finished can be 
“signed off “and deployed to future projects.

During all of this my mind kept wandering to the 
biblical comparison of  taking stock of oneself. Have 
you “taken inventory” of yourself lately? What does 
your treasure chest store?

As Christians we need to take regular inventory 
on our own personal stock.  By using the Bible as 
our certified paperwork, our guideline for us to be 
“signed off “ on,  proving we are worth His belief in 
us, we are able to take proper inventory on how we 
build ourselves up for Christ.

I personally want my inventory list to include 
better biblical understanding, humility and better 
communication with my Father in heaven. I can 
hardly wait to be finally rebuilt and soon deployed 
to meet HIM and see what project HE has in store 
for me.
Financial support is needed for the following:
•	 Build or acquire our own hangar, where we 

can continue to store AWA Canada planes and 
crates, and invite volunteers to come help with 
restoration of the aircrafts for deployment.

•	 Funds for plane transport to Sioux Lookout 
Ontario, Canada.

•	 $8,000.00 dollars is needed for new cylinders 
for the Cessna 185 floatplane to go to Sioux 
Lookout because they are no longer safe to fly.

Prayer needs always present:
•	 Pray for our missionaries and project managers 

in the mission field to remain safe and healthy.
•	 Pray for the right qualified pilots and families 

to be impressed upon in their hearts to seek 
out AWA. We need dedicated people to help 
continue our work locally and globally.

God bless you!

Ray and Julie Young
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